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The first submarine exercise against a fleet, protected by a
destroyer screen, was carried out in September, 1912, when Sir
Stanley Colville undertook to bring the First Battle Squadron
and a destroyer flotilla, through an area occupied by the Dover
Submarine Flotilla, to the west of Portland Bill, well clear of
the Channel shipping. I embarked in the submarine of the
senior officer of a group of three " C " class submarines. We
managed to dive unseen by the screen and passed well under it.
In the long interval during which we waited for the battle
fleet, submerged wtll beneath the keels of any ships, the Captain
gave me an excellent lunch which included hot roast partridge.
In those days we had no sound receiving or signalling apparatus;
nevertheless one could distinctly hear the beat of a vessel's
propeller, sometimes at a considerable distance, except from
right ahead, when her hull seemed to screen the sound. The
chief risk a submarine ran, therefore, was rising inadvertently
ahead of a vessel too close to avoid collision.

When we rose to periscope depth, the battle fleet was in
sight in a favourable position and our attack was successfully
pressed home to close range unseen. A quarter of an hour
later, when we were lying on the surface gloating over the
flattened noses of our torpedoes, floating in the wake of the
disappearing battle fleet, a destroyer closed, with a message
from die Admiral inviting me to stay with him, to witness the
attack of the " Oversea" flotilla off the Scilly Islands next
morning. An hour later I found myself on board the Colling-
mod with no kit, and after witnessing an excellent attack I was
" carried off to Berehaven, in the south-west of Ireland, whence
I returned some days kter in borrowed clothes, via Cork and
fiolyhead.

That was the beginning of a series of progressive trials
towards devising the best screen for a fleet, and the best tactics
for it to carry out, in the face of the submarine menace, which
was very real if disregarded.

As can be imagined, one's anxieties during these exercises
were heavy, but the help and sympathy of the First Lord, the
admirals I have mentioned, the personnel of the surface vessels
of the Patrol Flotillas, and the ships of the Home Fleet with
which we exercised, will always be a pleasant memory. The
annual naval manoeuvres, which lasted five or six days, were a